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While we try to teach our children  

all about life, 

Our children teach us  

what life is all about. 

~Angela Schwindt 

As we near mid-December, without any winter storms, we have ac-

complished so much since school began in the fall and with the help 

of our PTO and parent partnerships!  In addition to their daily rou-

tines, our students have enjoyed cultural arts presentations, Veterans 

Day recognitions, holiday performance practices, and their PTO 

Holiday Fair shopping. Our school is proudly participating in a 

community service-learning Food Drive to benefit the East Haddam 

Food Bank. 

Students brought home their first trimester progress reports before 

parent/teacher conferences. Grading was based on each student’s 

performance within the Common Core Standards and as differenti-

ated instruction and scientific research-based intervention (SRBI) 

were used to support students academically and behaviorally. 

The November professional development session for our teachers 

was devoted to our school goals related to increasing positive 

school climate through the Responsive Classroom/PBIS (positive 

behavior intervention support) approach to teaching and the further 

development of common language and procedures.  

As we look forward to our students’ holiday performances, please 

see Mrs. Mazzaferro’s correspondence outlining our efforts to com-

ply with capacity limits for the safety of all performers and at-

tendees, as all students will be performing the entire program twice 

~ once at 10:00 and, again, at 2:00: 

 Each student will be issued four (4) tickets for one of the perfor-

mances as follows: 10:00 (students’ families with last names A-

J) and 2:00 (students’ families with last names K-Z)  

Upcoming Dates 

12/17~ PTO Mtg 7pm Room 205 

12/18~ Holiday Performance 

A-J 10:00, K-Z 2:00 (snow date 
12/21) 

12/23~  Early Dismissal,  Winter 
Break 

12/24—01/01~ No School,  Holi-
day Break  

1/08~ PTO Music School 9—10a  

1/13~ PTO Birds of a Feather Kin-
dergarten 9a—3p 

1/15~ Early Dismissal, Prof. Devel-
opment  

1/18~ No School, Martin Luther 
King Day 

1/21~ PTO Mtg 7pm Room 205 

1/26~ PTO Matter of Fact 2nd 
Grade 9a—3p 

 

 



 

 

 Students bring home tickets a week prior to the performances 

 Families may switch with others or donate unused tickets  

 We are asking that our audience please carpool to the performances to reduce the conges-

tion of parking and traffic.  Thank you in advance, for your understanding and for your 

support! 

Noteworthy updates and information-sharing:   

 Safety Reminder:  If you have a question about transportation, please call our school office 

at (860) 873-5076.  Only students are allowed on the bus. Drivers are expected to not al-

low anyone else on the bus. Thank you for helping us keep our students safe.  

 Our instructional facilitators and district administrators were engaged in a curriculum re-

view/ professional development session with Carol Luckenbach from LEARN.  Our staff 

will be routinely involved in this curriculum review process as we continue to develop cur-

riculum throughout the winter and spring.  

 Our guest Veterans enjoyed a complimentary Aramark lunch as they were invited to join 

our students on Veterans Day. They were honored by our students and staff during an all-

school assembly where all students sang the songs representing each branch of service. We 

appreciated this recognition as our guests stood during the song related to their specific 

branch of service! 

 This year’s Student Council will be coordinated by our Lead Teacher, Ms. Liana Lilburn 

shortly after the New Year!     

 Many of the summer programs traditionally held at the elementary school will be moved to 

the middle school this summer as a result of our roof, ceiling abatement, and driveway/

parking lot construction projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please communicate with us, as needed, and come in to be with us during upcoming events 

and whenever possible. Wishing you a happy and peaceful holiday, hopefully with relaxation, 

warmth, and enough time spent with those who are closest to you. 



 

 

Important Reminder for Arrival and Dismissal of Students 

This is a reminder of the importance of each student’s arrival to school on time and remaining 

in school throughout the entire day (reference our Family Handbook, Board of Education Poli-

cy 5113.2/Attendance).  Although exceptions may arise, please help to keep your child in 

school throughout the entire school day. Each teacher has important classroom routines and 

they continue their instruction until dismissal. Furthermore, it is difficult for teachers to con-

sistently support student learning with the interruptions of students entering school late and 

exiting the classroom prior to our dismissal. If a student must be dismissed early for a specific 

reason, a note from the parent should outline the reason for the early dismissal.  In case of 

emergencies only, the parent may call the office to request an ear ly dismissal. Tardiness 

will be excused for a legitimate reason as presented in a note from the parent or in person.  

In an effort to maintain the safety and efficiency of our end of school dismissal, procedures are 

in place for parent pick up.  Please read these guidelines carefully and, whenever possible, al-

low your child to ride the school bus.   

If you plan to pick your child up from school, please send in a note with your child in the 

morning, or in cases of emergencies only, call the office prior to 2:55.  The office staff will 

record this information on a log sheet. 

When you arrive to sign out your child(ren) at approximately 3:15 p.m. Adults picking up stu-

dents will wait in the cafeteria and sign the log sheet.  Please wait in the cafeteria until your 

child(ren) has been dismissed and meets you there. A staff member will ensure that the 

students connect with their designated pick up adult.   

 Our school donated used books to benefit Project Graduation! 

 Our preschoolers created the lovely snowmen in our school lobby that replaced the scare-

crows they made for our enjoyment throughout the fall! 

 The Health Room accepts donations of new socks, underwear, gently used clothing, and 

sneakers - PK to size 4. 

 Our Kids Korner after school program is accepting new registrations!  

 Our staff contributes annually to the Holiday Bear program that purchases gifts for families in 

need! 

 Please remember that each student enjoys snack time in school everyday!  Whenever chil-

dren don’t have a snack, they are offered saltine crackers purchased through the PTO-

sponsored Box Tops program.  



 

 

News From the Library   

 
 

We’ve been very busy in the library during the past few months!  We are continuing to work on 
basic skills such as using our automated system Destiny Quest, using shelf markers appropri-
ately, locating books within the library and distinguishing among various genres.  We are very 
lucky to have parent and grandparent volunteers assisting with book check out/check in.  A 
very big thank you to:  Christina Ricard, Trish Hagerty, Wendy Vincent, Kathy Gregory, Cathie 
Locke, Jenn Dorr, Kathleen Hertwick, Jody Campagna, Ellen Jahne, Elisa Bannon and Angel Pan-
ther.  We are also in the process of planning our author visit.  A special thank you goes out to 
PTO members Trish Hagerty and Tammy Spurgeon who have helped spearhead this effort.  We 
have tentatively booked Rachelle Burk for February 11th.  Some of her books include:  Tree 
House in a Storm, Don’t Turn the Page, and The Tooth Fairy Trap.  More information regarding 
her presentation to follow. Finally, we are very lucky to have had six new iPads added to our 
library!  One important way in which we will use these iPads will be for students to conduct 
basic research using our new program Pebble Go. Pebble Go is program specific to helping 
emergent readers focus on rudimentary research skills.  Databases within the Pebble Go pro-
gram include: animals, science, biographies, dinosaurs, and social studies.  When students log 
in to this program, they have are able to access pictures, videos and spoken word audio related 
to topics found within the databases.  This is a safe and exciting way for students to begin to 
conduct research! 

Stop & Shop customers help our school earn cash when they shop using their Stop & Shop 

card. Additionally, customers earn 1 POINT for each dollar spent and TRIPLE POINTS on all 

Healthy Ideas® labeled products and DOUBLE POINTS on other participating products 

tagged throughout the store.   

Thankfully, we received Stop & Shop A+School Rewards checks last year to purchase mate-

rials to enhance student learning, books for our school’s professional library, and to purchase 

playground/recess supplies.  

Please visit  

http://stopandshop.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus 

or your store’s Courtesy Desk to register your Stop & Shop card number.  Our school is found 

under Moodus and the code is 06023 ….. thank you! 

http://www.clipartbest.com/pile-of-books-clipart


 

 

       Kindergarten  

Connor Arpin 

Mason Bonilla 

Lucas Beckner 

Avery Campbell 

Ethan Carbo 

Avia Clark 

Emily Clark 

Connor Connelly 

Eryka Ford 

Teagan Giersz 

Kathleen Hagerty 

Caitlin Hanlon 

Jack Joubert 

Sloan Libero 

Josie Martell 

Collin Miller 

Marielle Munster 

Matthew Ricard 

Patience Riccio 

Brodie Trojan 

Zoe Wilkins 

First Grade 

Christopher Brining 

Kaelyn Cambi 

Matthew Cavallo 

Todd Daniel 

Matthew Dunn 

Cole Guernon 

Sarah Harvey 

Annabelle James 

Fenway Jankowski 

Owen Kelly 

Jonah Klancko 

Isabelle LaMarr 

Dalton Lynn 

Eden Lindo 

Dennis Norenberg 

Lucas Morales 

Olivia Skuby 

Cora Steflik 

Elyse Taylor 

Olivia Thiele 

Second Grade 

Ryan Bencho 

Kylie Benoit 

Cooper Brookman 

Spencer Caffrey 

Christopher DeLisa 

Magkalena Janeck 

Andy Joubert 

Madison Hanoln 

Delila Herold 

Faith Kalisz 

Addison LaMarr 

Anthony Lapila 

Jackson Libero 

Carlos Morales 

Abigail Roach 

Kasper Rogers 

Elyanna Sorey 

Third Grade 

Mackenzie Albert 

Danika Altergott 

Julie Anderson 

Bethany Barton 

Grace Currier 

Jacqueline Goetz 

Matthew Krazewski 

Robert Leach 

Quincy Locke 

Jack Milano 

Cooper Mondelci 

Katherine Myjack 

Daniel Rottino 

Nicole Sikorski 

Cate Tarnowski 

November/December Wall of Fame 


